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HIGHLIGHTS 




• IHEC Prepares for a Ballot Recount in Baghdad after Judicial Panel Review 
(POLITICAL, page 4) 



• Top Two Leaders of Al-Qaida in Iraq Killed in Raid (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Hakim Visits Saudi Arabia, Holds Talks with King Abdullah (DIPLOMATIC, page 1 1) 



• Ministry of Oil Provides More Information on the Third Bid Round (ECONOMIC, 
page 13) 
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IHEC prepares for a ballot recount in Baghdad after judicial panel review 



Judicial Panel Calls for Baghdad Ballot Recount: 

• On April 19, Iraq's Electoral Judicial Panel, which adjudicates appeals arising from 
complaints about the elections, called for a manual recount of all ballots cast in the 
Baghdad district. The Iraqi High Electoral Commission is preparing to begin the 
recount. 
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POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education | 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 1 
Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs " | ] 


Minister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan 1 1 
al-Dulaymi 1 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 












Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 




| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 
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Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 



NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 
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POLITICAL - Refiigee Update 



There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely 
significant numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million 
Iraqis remain internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque 
bombing of February 2006. 



■ In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
contributed $303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist 
displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region. 

■ Since the program's inception in FY07, 43,845 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the 
U.S. for resettlement. 



■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 
Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 
1059 program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the 
U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and 
reintegration of displaced Iraqis. 
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Pressure from security forces increases as AQI leaders' deaths hand insurgency important defeat 
Top Two Leaders of Al-Qaida in Iraq Killed in Raid; 

• The two most senior leaders of al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI), Abu Ayyub al-Masri and Abu Omar 
al-Baghdadi, leaders of the AQI umbrella group Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), were both killed 
in a joint Iraq-U.S. security operation early this week. Sixteen associates of the leaders were 
later arrested during the operation. "The death of these terrorists is potentially the most 
significant blow to al-Qaeda in Iraq since the beginning of the insurgency," said United 
States Forces-Iraq commander, Gen. Ray Odierno. 

AQI Operations Leader for Ninewa, Kirkuk, and Salah ad Din Killed in Joint Forces Raid; 

• Iraqi Security Forces killed a third high-level leader in al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) earlier this 
week as well. The leader was in charge of AQPs operations in Ninewa, Kirkuk, and Salah ad 
Din provinces. Acting on intelligence gathered from a captured senior AQI member, ISF and 
U.S. Forces conducted an early morning raid in Ninewa that resulted in the leader's death. 

Iraqi Security Forces Thwart 9/11 Style Attack on Shi'a Shrine; 

• A 9/1 1 style attack by al-Qaida in Iraq aimed at destroying holy Shi'a shrines was thwarted 
recently by Iraqi Security Forces. The attacks, which reportedly entailed flying hijacked 
airplanes into the holy sites, did not occur after Iraqi officials arrested several suspects 
allegedly involved in the plot. 
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Pressure from security forces increases as AQI leaders' deaths hand insurgency important defeat 



12 Al-Qaida in Iraq Suspects Arrested: 

• Twelve suspected members of al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) were arrested near Baghdad during 
joint operations conducted by Iraqi Security Forces and U.S. advisors. Eleven of the 
suspects are associates of an alleged AQI leader believed to have orchestrated multiple 
vehicle-borne attacks. 

Suspected AQI Leader Killed in Mosul; Suspected JAM Leader and Four Associates 
Arrested in Baghdad t 

• A suspected al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) cell leader was killed by ISF troops in Mosul during 
a joint security operation. The alleged leader was believed to be involved in oil 
extortion in the northern Iraqi city. The suspect was shot after he was discovered to be 
armed and deemed an immediate threat. Elsewhere, a suspected Jaysh al-Mahdi (JAM) 
leader and four associates were arrested during operations in Baghdad. The JAM leader 
is believed responsible for transporting weapons and actively taking part in attacks on 
U.S. Forces. 
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Iraqi politicians seek political support from neighbors 



Hakim Visits Saudi Arabia: 

• Ammar al-Hakim, the leader of the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISO), held talks 
with Saudi King Abdullah and Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal on April 13, 
according to the official Saudi SPA news agency. Kurdish Iraqi leaders also met King 
Abdullah in the past week. 

Allawi's Delegation Visits Iran: 

• Former Prime Minister Iyad Allawi's Iraqiya alliance sent a delegation to visit Tehran 
and gain support to form a new government in Baghdad. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



11 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED April 21, 2010 




Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $8 1 .53/barrel Dated Brent at $85. 14/barrel 

WTI Cushing at $84.60/barrel Oman/Dubai at $83.47/barrel 



I raq Crude Oil Production and Exports 

3.00 




0.50 



Jul-09 Aug-09 Sep-09 0ct-09 Nov-09 Dec-09 Jan-1 0 Feb-10 Mar-1 0 Apr-10 

— ■ — Production — ■ — Exports 

Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $14.2 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas yjj 

The Ministry offers gas fields for electricity production and wants international companies 
to manage water resources used to increase oil production 

Ministry of Oil Provides More Information on the Third Bid Round: 

• The Ministry of Oil's Director General of the Petroleum Contracts and Licensing Directorate, 
Abdul Mahdi al-Ameedi, said that Iraq would have another bid round in September for three 
unassociated gas fields: Akkas (Anbar), Mansuriya (Diyala), and Siba (Basrah). The first two 
fields were offered in the first bid round, while the third was originally removed from the second 
bid round. The Ministry's rationale for the third bid round was to produce the gas for Iraq's 
domestic electricity production. Al-Ameedi would not name the 15 companies pre-qualified to 
bid on the three gas fields, but said "The priority in this third bidding round is given to the 
foreign companies already working in Iraq with experience in gas." 

Exxon will Coordinate Water-Injection Project in Basrah: 

• Exxon Mobil will lead a joint water-injection project in southern Iraq to help offset a water 
problem facing oil field development. Exxon aims to produce between 10 million and 12 million 
barrels of water a day to inject in six oil fields. "We are now having a problem to secure water 
from the Tigris and Euphrates rivers because water flow in both are declining," noted the 
Director General of the Iraqi oil ministry's Petroleum Contracts and Licensing Directorate. 
Construction for the plant will begin in southern Basrah — completion of the project will 
coincide with the projected large-scale increase crude oil production in two to three years. Exxon 
could not confirm that it would lead the project. 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas J 3S&. 

The Ministry offers gas fields for electricity production and wants international companies 
to manage water resources used to increase oil production 

Iraq Seeks Unrecoverable Signature Bonuses instead of Soft Loans: 

• The Iraqi oil ministry is seeking "unrecoverable signature bonuses, rather than recoverable 
five year soft loans, from international oil companies planning to develop two of the 
country's giant oil fields," a senior Iraqi oil official said. "When we set the recoverable 
loans earlier last year, oil prices were very low, hovering around $38 a barrel, and Iraq was in 
dire need of cash. Now oil prices are much higher (around $85 a barrel) and Iraq earns more 
money from its oil sales. So Iraq is now in a better situation," the director-general of the oil 
ministry's Petroleum Contracts and Licensing Directorate explained. 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 










Price (USD) 


$82.44 


$81.37 


$81.53 


$64.50 


Yield 


8% 


7.75% 


7.72% 


10.32% 
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ECONOMIC - Finance Oil 

Cross-border banking branches will improve economic cooperation 
Joint Border Post Banks Will Provide Iraq-Iran Currency Exchang es: 

• Iran and Iraq reached an agreement to allow their banks to set up new branches in their 
respective countries. The banks will offer currency exchange services at joint border posts. 
Iran's VP called for "establishing joint cross-border markets with Iraq in an effort to prevent 
goods smuggling along frontiers." Iran exported "$4 billion of over 2,000 different goods 
to Iraq, while Iraq exported $3 billion of goods, mainly crude oil, sulfur, and iron to Iran," 
he noted. Nearly 70 % of Iranian goods are exported to Iraq through the Kurdish region. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



17 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



April 21, 2010 




Public Services - Electrici 



Daily Electricity Supply from the Grid and Estimated Daily Demand 

Supply from grid Estimated demand 




• Electricity supply from the grid April 11-17 was 6% above the same period in 2009 and 
met 67% of estimated demand, compared with 71% for the year-earlier period. 
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The Ziggurat of Ur, Dhi Qar Province 



Dhi Qar 





Wasit 





'...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Highlights 




NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



The Ziggurat of Ur Project was officially opened during a ribbon cutting ceremony with 
Dhi Qar Deputy Governor Bunyan. The project involves a boardwalk and a refurbished 
conservation workshop. The boardwalk is designed to reduce foot traffic on the site's 
more sensitive areas, although it is not ready to handle large numbers of tourists. 
Resident archaeologists are also able to enjoy new facilities and access to potable water. 
PRT Dhi Qar has long supported activities at the Ziggurat. Previous projects include 
restoration and archaeological training and hosting concerts to draw attention to Ur's 
cultural significance. Local authorities are expected to begin charging visitors for access 
to the site, a move to further generate funds for the local economy. 

PRT Wasit and hospital staff held a Health Awareness Day for 27 school children ages 
11-13. The children were accompanied by their head teacher and two local sheiks. The 
objective of the event was to raise the health and hygiene awareness of Iraqi children. 
The children attended a fire-safety demonstration, a session on dental health, and 
learned basic first aid, burn prevention, use of sunscreen, and germ-transfer prevention. 
Following the lessons, children were presented with backpacks containing health care 
products and sports equipment. The event is considered a success and more are being 
planned. 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 
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■ AFP, April 19, http://news.yahoo.eom/s/afp/201004l9/wl_afp/iraqpolitics_201004l9131942 
Slides 5-8: 

■ Department of State, NEA Political Section, NEA-I-POL-DL@state.gov 

Slide 9: 

■ USF-I, April 19, http://www.usf-iraq.com/news/headlines/iraqi-forces-kill-top-2-aqi-leaders 

■ AP, April 20, 
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■ AP, April 14, 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/ML_IRAQ?SITE=VTBEN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAU 
LT 

Slide 10: 

■ USF-I, April 15, http://www.usf-iraq.com/news/headlines/iraqis-arrest-12-more-terrorism-suspects 

■ USF-I, April 16, http://www.usf-iraq.com/news/press-releases/isf-kill-aqi-leader-arrest-jam-leader-4-suspected- 
terrorists-during-joint-operations 

Slide 11: 
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■ AP, April 15, http://news.yahoo.eom/s/ap/201004l5/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq_4l 
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■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 
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■ Wall Street Journal, April 15, 2010, http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-201004l5- 
706635.html?mod=WSJ_latestheadlines 

Slide 15: 
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Slide 16: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Iraq Policy and Operations Group, NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 

Slide 17: 

■ Press TV, April 14, 2010, http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=123309&sectionid=35 1020 102 

Slide 18: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

Slide 19: 

■ Source for Stories: PRT Weekly Line of Operations Summary, Economic Development April 3-9, 2010 

■ PRT Weekly Report for Wasit, 4/4/10-4/1 1/10 

■ Source for President Obama's Quote: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-of-President- 
Barack-Obama-Responsibly-Ending-the-War-in-Iraq/ 
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